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THE KaFIRS OF KAFIRISTAN 


The land in the east of the Hindu-Kush range that lies between Pakis- 
tan and Afghanistan was called Kafiristan (the land of Kafirs), and there 
dwelled the Kafirs Weranic word for Pagan) who rejected any conversion 
to Muslim and followed their own religion. Guarded by their geography PA 
and strength, it is assumed that 200 thousand Kafirs lived there. They 
drove away the armies of Timur (14G), Akbar (16C.), Nadir-Shah (18¢.), 
and were completely shut out from the exterior world. 

But in 1855, amir Abdul Rahman conquered Kafiristan after grueling 
battle and compelled them to convert to lln « The name of Kafiristan 
was changed to Nuristan which means " tha land of light ". Thus, the main 
energy of the Guerillas that resist the Soviet army in afghanistan today 


were Kafirs ninety years ago- 


KALASH-KAFIRS OF CHITHAL 


The Kafirsof Afghanistan were converted to Islam, vut those 
cf Pakietan who belonged to Britieh-India after the Durand Line 
(1893) still followed their own religion, These are the calash- 
Kafire and estimably 1599 of them live in three valleys of Chitral 


Tietrict, North-West Frontier Province of Pakistan, 


mm ORICIN OF FAFIRS 

The history of the Kefire remains obrcure but some consider 
them te be the descendante of the armies of Alexander the Great 
(BIG IIN. They say that some Greek cultural elements can partly 
ne ifentified in Kafiriatan. For example, the sports and games in 
Yurietan (wrestling and shot-put etc.) were supposedly practiced 
in the ancient Olympics. Seccnaly, their features are thought to 
resamble those cf the South-European characteristics, Thirdly, 
it is believed that the Greeks had an iufluence on their music, 
They coneider that these "facte" seem to point to their Anciant 
nreek Origin. But there is no conclusive evidence. 

It is true that in "The Invaeion by Alexander the Great" by 
arrisnce and Plutarchos, the authors state that army of Alexander. 
renched "Nisa" which is thought to be Kafiristan, But the leader 
of Fira proclaimed to him that they were the descendanta of Dio- 
nyrus (Bacchus) that came from Greece long ago. G. Udeock (1905) 
thinks thet Niea is one cf the colonier cf Greace which was acattered 
widely threugheut Achamenid Persia before the times of Alexander. 

| think that cf the Indo-Aryan expansion from the Land near 
the Maspeen Sea (B. c. 1502-1177) those wħo Came ecuth in the first 
wave were the ancestore of the Kafirs. Those whe came scuth in 
the eecond wave were the ancestcre of the Indiane, the third wave 
included the ancestcrs ef the Iranians. Linguistically, the Indo- 
Aryan (Inde-Turopeen) family of languages are divided into three 
Iranian branch of the Indc-Aryan (Indo-European } family of langu- 
ager are divided into three main grcupes: Indian, Iranian, Kafiri, 
The latter is considered tc be the claest, but there is no procf 


fer this. 


I dc not deny the influence of Ancient Greece upon Kafiristan, 
This if a pessibility, but the Greeks would have been in the mincri- 
ty, there--- the majority of the ancient Ksfirs were a different 
race from the same criginal land as the Gresxs, Any subsequent 
Ancient freek influence would have been easily adopted by the Kafirs 


becaure cf their commen origin. 


LANGUAGE 

Indo-Iranian branch cf Indo-Aryan can be divided into three 
main greuve: Indian, Iranian, Kafiri (the language of the Kafirs). 
Secryrafically Kafiristan is located in the middle of India and 
Tren and thue Linguistically the group of languages has similari- 
ties with the Indian and Iranian groups, ilowever unlike them it 
hae ne written script. Also the dialect of the Kafir languages 
(like Kati and Yaigali) coincide with the dietribution of the 
triber. 

However, Kalasha, spoken by the last of the Kafirs, is not 
in the Kafiri, It is part of the Indian group of languages with 


Fhowar (Chitrali) which is epoken in Chitral, District, Kalasha 


ie verv similar to Chitrali and even a small Kalash child can 
speak it, Mixed in their language, we can identify Persian words 
ureA fer sbetract ccncepte and modern Urdu for tecls and atticles. 
At present, sbcut 2000 people speak Kalasha and 250 thousand speak 
chitralt. 


Indo-Aryan (Indo-Zuropean) 


Indo-Iranian 


a 


Iranian Kafiri Indian 
St a a T a 


h 
Waiguli Ashkun Prasun Kati Kowar Kalasha 
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CHITRAL AND KALASH VALLEYS 

A forty-five minute flight from Peshawar by P.I.A. Domestic Airlines 
takes us to Chitral proper. By road it takes two days via Dir and the 
Lowari Pass (3117m.) 

Previously, the Kafirs predominated the whole Chitral area but in 14C. 
they were conquered by the Katur that came from Herat of Afghanistan and 
were converted to falta’ Even then, in the Shishikui valley in the south 
of Chitral and Lotkoh valley in the north, a few tinconverted Kafirs lived 
but at the middle of this century they were all eotvected to Islam. 

Now the eaters only live in the three valleys along the branch of Chitral 
river (kunar R.), Rumbur, Bumburet and Birir. It is about two three hours 


drive by jeep from Chitral proper and has become a popular place for the 


tourists to visit.” 


River — 
Jeep Road = ——— Dolonuta RESIDENTIAL AREA 
ule Track +++ : The Kalash valleys 


have extensive forests of Hull, 


(Xunar B.) 


Village . 


Oak, Asian cee Walnut, 


bownd the villages 
Apricot and and walter” Ge of a 


Chitral R, 


the three valleys, Bumburet 
is the largest. There are 
three villages of more than 
200 people and two of about 
50. But the valleys of 
Rumbur and Birir are narrow 
That anch oF their 
ais and it is said popula tions cue 
the size of Bumburet's population. 


The villages are situ- 


5, i 
ae ated on the southern face 


of the hillside about 50-100 meters bove the river. This protects them 
from invaders and the floods in summer, and at the samé time helps to 
get the sun-shine during the winter. The snow that lies on the bottom of 
the ravine and in the shade do not melt during winter. In summer to 


avoid the sun, some people live in a second house built on the opposite 


side of the river The elevation is about 2000 meters. 
HOUSES 
The style of the traditional house is two stories built of <. 
and stene 


woode The ground floor is generally used as a store—room and a place for 


cattle, and the people live on the upper floor. 


ond 
The upper floor is about five square meters, two meters high. The 


i fireplace is at the center and the beds ate located beside the wall Windows 
and doors are made small and a simple smoke hole is made in the center of 
the roof to permit smoke to escape. The inside of the house is ingrained 
with soot. The pillars and doors are elaborately carved with geometrical 


patterag. In summer, people cook and sleep outside on the balcony attached 


to the upper floor. 


‘trem noon 


Eea ON 
T 
EJ = K iN 5 

arani -PLACE 
N FIA! 


Lag 
SSS hw 
RSE N 


PINE-PLACI 


AGRICULTURE 


The land is irrigated and is generally rich and fertile. The main 


crops are corn, wheat and millet They are rotated in a two year cycle: 
Corn ( May-Cctober J—hheat ( November-May )-Millet { June-October )-Fallow 
( November-April ). Each family has several fields and by shifting the 
cycle of rotation, it is possible to get each kind of crops every year. 
Vegetables (such as tomatoes, potatoes, onions, teans pumpkins) fruit (such 
as apples, peaches, grapes. ponegranat es) gee udea. 

Men perform the heavy tasks like harvesting and thrashing grain but 


most of the agricultural work (irrigating, dry farming) is performed by women. 


GATTLE BREEDING š z 

Goats play an important role in the life of the Kalash. senatpeoplė 
keep hundreds of them, They supply milk from iih butter and various kinds 
of cheese are made. Especially, he-goats an ely erate to the gods in 
ceremonies, Sheep are kept for wool and a few_dulls are raised 
for agricultural purposes and cows for milk. 

From May to October, these cattle graze on highland alpine pastures 
near the Afghan border, The cattlemen slay with the cattle and 
bring them back in autumn. In winter, they are fed hay and leaves of Holly 

times 


Oak. Grazing cattle is men's work and cows byt sheep ire, yoked after by 


women and children. 


FOOD 
round flat bread! 


Traditional foods are (made of wheat), buttermlk, cheese, butter 
and walnut. Beans are important source of polen > Meat is 


eaten only on special occasions. A sort of porwidge is made with meat 


col whet Flour 


Ey $ 
s However nowdays bread made of corn, soup made of tomatoes, onions, 


and boiled vegetables are also eaen. 

These vegetables were introduced to the Kalash with tea (milk tea) 
about thirty years ago. The custom to eat rice ot special occasions was also 
brought by the Muslim 

Fruit is plentiful from summer to autumn and dried mulberries, 
apricots and thor kernels walnuts are eaten during the winter. Local wine 

dura Autounn 


is prepared,and drunk. Formarly chicken and eggswere forbidden but nowdays 


these taboos are broken. 


CLOTHES AND ACCESSORIES 


Ov 
Though men wear Chitrali hatsAShel-war, and Qamiz like an ordinary 


f made óf hewy wool 
Pakistani, their traditional clothes are baggy ia ae a 
wide woven : 
waistcoat and avelt. They wrap their feet in gost skin which protects their 


imd 
legs ~ also serveSas boots. Cattlemen wear a overcoat knit fron goats hair to 


avoid the cold and snow in winter. 2 
“the women's costume jis unique. They dress in a long sack-like black 

woolen gown which reaches to their 

ankles and tie a woolen sash at the 

waist. A longnecklace made of white 

and red beads (it used to be coral bfore) 

are coiled many Times around 

their necks. On their heads they 

headdress 
wear an ornamental (Kuppas) and 
a hair band (Shushut) decorated with 
heedclbess 


cowie shells. On the » in addition 


to 500-600 cowie shells, small bells, 


also 
buttons and broghes arenattached and 


these make it quite heavy. EXMBAOIDERY iy, ~ 
ee 


They also decorate themselves with mfal or plastic bracelets, rings, 
hairpins and about twenty thin chains are’hung from their waists 
These shells and accessories are brought by traders. Women are occupied 


n, i : 
in spining and weaving during the winter. ` $ 


SOCIAL STRUCTURE -2 
Every Kalash belongs to his father!s clan: Patri lineal descent. 
Villages are associated by one or several clans. One clan always resides 
together. Every clan has its owi handed down stories concerning its ori- 


themselves 
gine. For example, the Blasinge clan of Brun village believe,to ba the descendants 


eneralions 04)O 


of the Sulla of Chitral until 18^. when they lost the battle with the Muslim. 
The Bazike clan of the same valley came to Bumburet from Afghanistan long 
vago but the Afghans came to their village and destroyed everything. After - 


their 
wondering about for a long time they came back to and again. 


z The clan forms a unit when a ceremony takes place but they also ‘have 
in zech r 
a seise of community „~ village as a whole. Each valley in tum is also independent 
unit economically and religious ly. Their operation as a 
$ From zach unit > 
community is discussed between representat ivesain. a democratic way. 
emd 
One who is clever, reliable .who knows the old customs has power and 


authority, and one's finances and age are of no account. One person is 


enb 


M ns, i 
elected for the District Council of Chitral (33 regular o ) and he is 


responsible for external ojfcirs, 


_ MARRIAGE 
A man can not marry in his own clan: Exogamy. Formarly, fathar 


used to search a girl for his son but nowdays free marrige is becoming 


popular, 


In the Kalash society,sex is quite open and |pye affairs are 
Common, When a married woman marries. ancther men, he 
has to give the formar erytning that the Former husband Pa 
goats, soucepans, guns, money etc. ) doubling the ammount. This event 
is called Dongreek. Taus, "onan has no responsibility for her love affairs. 

After marriage the wife lives in her husband's house: (Virilocal marri- 


age Most Kalash have only one wife — polygamy ‘is rarely seen. 


INHERITANCE 
The 
Mat sf he property left by father, (fields, trees cattle) Is divided equally 
among the sons, except that the eldest gels a little nore his share of these. 
Plus, a cattle shed, while the youngest. inherits his father's house. 
oO $ VA woman has no rights of inheritance, Sometimes sons live together without 


dividing the property among themselves. $ 


GODS AND GODDESSES 
The Kalash believe in a number of gods and goddesses ranking Khodai 


as the supreme. 


Khodai Creator. Has no wife nor child. Creator of the 
8 universe, responsible for life, death, health, 
and harvest etc. He is supported by Parishita 

(angels) who chiefly do the work. Doas not have 


any altar nor sanctuary. 


Mahandao Powerful and most favourite god that stays in the 
valley. there are two altars in Bumburet and one 
each in Rumbur and Birir. They are symbolized 


by four horse heads. He-goats We. sacrificed on 


Jeshtak 


Kush mai 


Dashigolala 


Shigan 


Jatch 


Balimain 


Occasions. 


Goddess (Goddesses 2) who protects pregnancy, birth, 


marriage etc. She alone has a roofed temple. (Tehtakhn) 


Every clan had this sanctuary but many have collasp— 


ed nowdays. 


Goddess entrusted with fruit worshipped in Bum- 
buret and Rumbur. She has power to give 
a child to an infertile mother. Also has power x 


to improve weather. 


Worshipped only in Korkar Village in Bumburet. 


His” power is regarded by inhabitants of Karakar to be | 
to that of Mahendes. “iS 


God who is worshipped in the Darazuguru village 
of Bumburet valley. He is not so powerful but is 
a representative of Mahandeo. Has a small altar 


symbolized with two horse heads. 


Gre 
Ceremonies „held in the sanctuary to stop 
babies from crying, Also a lamb is sacrificed 
to estore. good weather. A 


their Dame. for their 


a~ land from Tsiam (xalash /. native 


land) for four days with his wife Indur during 


He comes to 


the Chomos festival. His power and the fear of him 


exceed that of Moahoncleo . 


(see the botton $ peye 20) 


Sajigor and Warin Sajigor is worshipped in Rumbur and Jarin in Birir. 
They cue. both 
They ach have an altar., Wore powerful than Mahan- 
dao and have a great power to destroy. 
These are only some of “the gods and goddesses, Thre are others to which x 


lambs are sacrificed whenever occasion calls for them. 


FAIRIES AND ELVES AND SPIRITS 
Pari and Parian Pari Are fairy and Parian elves living in Trioh- 
Mir. People who are loved by them become’ insane 
and die. Their souls are lead to Trich-Mir after 
. 


their death. One who is mentally retarded js 


0 i regarded as being possesed by`these fairiés, 


Bhut An evil spirit that lives in springs. It takes the 
form of a bull or a goat and steals or rots the 
crops. People are forbidden to go to springs 


at the time when Bhut appears. 


Besides these, there if a fairy called Suchi and spirits called Gu- 


the ave 
rimun, lualiwali and Bash juadX’ People pray to them for,healthVand thanks 
Ale of cattles 


@ for hunting. 


PURE AND [MPURE _(SACREP~PURE- IMPURE) 


Pure-Onjashta impure-Prakata™ 
For the Kalash, Pregnant women and those having their menstrual periods 
are most Prakata (jmpure). They are isolated in a special house called 


Bashalei. Even after the birth of the child, the mother and her baby have 


—ff-= 


to remain there for ten days. Food ıs left outside by their family and 
one of the inmates comes out fe collect it. 3 

On the other hand, gods are Onjashta (sacred or aira): Between gods 

dajrees of purty 

and Prakata women, there are certain inherent in the Kalash country 
and their way of life. For ‘example,‘‘nan, Onjashta, ‘woman Prakata, an inno- 
cent boy is more Onjashta than an adult. To become more Onjashta, a man 

has to wash his eon oe riches we a Ar ra ena 

J 
and then sacrifice a lamb and sprimkle its blood on his head. (ceremony 
of Istongas) Because women are Prakata, they can not go to the altar or the 
r ean th 


sanctuary (4x=pt Jasntakhan) AA eat The meat sacrificed to them. Further- 


more, there is a place inside the house where the women are forbidden to 


and F Š 
step in, The roof,cattle shed are also out of bounds or wenen. 
SHAMAN 


à shaman,('Dihar Neos into self-induced trance and communicates with 
the gods. Formerly, Dihar used to travel through space and have supers. 
natural power. These days, he only hears the voices of gods in his 
dreams. He ia esas Onjashta of all human beings and is respected AS such. 
But some young people have an antipathy fowrd him. He is not a priest 
nor does he take leadership in rituais Eee not hereditary but js befowed 


ona man who - hears the words of Khodai in his dreams. 


O 


GENESIS 
PEAN ISE ; ; 
Khodai ordered Parisha to create Man. Parisila first made a giant 
but he was so big that he hit his head on the ceiling. Then he made a 
; gst F 
dwarf but he was so small that hne buried in the snow.and could not 
walk. At last he made just the right size man. 


This first man was Adiem and from his left rib, Bibiawa, a woman, was 


when 


Jormed. They both lived in heaven but deceived by the Shaitan (Satan) 


Bibiawa ate wheat and had to cate. Khodai became angry and expelled the 


two to earth. 


the world was made. 


ESSLIVALS 


Yay 


L 


3 


eChoumos 


Date in | Ww 
9/12 


4 11.12/12 
13/12 
14/12 
15/12 

4 16.17/12 


18/12 


Soon they got married and many children were born. Thus 


Most important festival of the Kalash held 
in December. One of the winter solstice festivals 


spread from Iran to South-West Asia. 


It is held thus: 

Beginning of the festival. Boys and girls make 
Amount 

bonfires and compete in the mof smoke Produced 


whilst they sing and dance. After that, they dance 
from house to house collecting walnuts and dried 
mulberries. 
After doing the same things as the previous day 
they sing in separate. graps Spoys and girls and burn 
baskets at midnight. 

Ceremony for purifying.the cattle shed. Wash 

all clothes: and clean the houses. 
Festival of branches. Sing and dance in the san- 
ctuary( Jehtakhan) x « 
Draw pictures on the pillars and walls of the 
sanctuary «(Tashtallen) 
Festival of the dead. Special pee fruit are offered 
to the dead. 
Girls eat the offerings and throw the remainder 
into the river so that it will reach the dead. 


Balimain comes. Ceremony of (for women). 


Sacrificial bread 


—/3 — 


(beginning of Apr D 


Ven sacrifice a sheep and sprinkle its blood on all male. 


members of the village. ( Istongas Ceremony ) 


Tnitiaty g P 
u 19/12 Initictipa, emony for children to become independant 
Held Tice at age vilae e 
Kalash. (three and five years old) The repren- 
tatives go to the altor at night and sacrifice 
goats to Mahandeo. 
iP 20/12 Every un goes to Indorein. 
\> 21/12 Ceremony to see off Balimain. 
\4 22/12 Ceremony of fox hunting. Joking festival. Some men 
and women war clothes of the opposite sx and dance with faces 
misked. 
© Dautatu Festival of beans. 
24/12 Girls go dancing in the village and collect beans. 
9 X Next day they divide the boiled beans and eat them. 
eKagayack Festival of orows , 
At midnight 
2/1 Flt bread shd rae meat is made. „songs“ are sung 
onthe 
ci to praise “the, crows Next morning they throw the 
tbh) y 
beans to t Droi that is Seen flying and 
sing a song to abuse them, 
they 
e Kambauchack Festival of little dolls. make small dolls and 
© give them to children. After a week they throw ` 
them outside the village. 3 
eKilasaras On the first night a ceremony 


for cleansing the cattle sheds is held. Next night 


of ach villag 
.representat ives, gath 


e g 
er in the sanctuary of 
Ingao and eat newly made cheese. After Kilasaras 


women can arinkVmilk and the farming begins. 
geat 


o Joshi 


13/5 


14/5 


15/5 


\b/s 


e Murashivaki Joshi 


e Rat Nat 


(July-August) 


© Uchaa 


Widdle of August) 


e Prechaishi 


© Biramor 


ə Sariack 


Reople 


Women 


Spring festival. wear new dress and decorate them- 


osde : 
selves. Girlsgo to the hill dancing and singing 


and collecting flowers. They decorate their houses, 


sanctuaries and cattle sheds with flowers. 


Women go to the cattle shed dancing and singing 


has been 


and collect milk which kept for ten days. 


At night, a ceremony is held in the cattle shed. 


A ceremony to purify one year old babies and their 


Al 
mothers. the Kalash gather to. dance and sing. 


Dancing and staging continues for the whole 


dey Gmore thea preulous doy) 


Held ten days after Joshi. After dividing cand string 


continue, 


new cheese the alter of Mahandea, dances and songs 
w 


Dancing and singing at night continue for one 


month. s 


Newly made cheese is brought from the pastures, 


Ceremony is held at the alter of Mahandeo. Dancing 


and singing takes place unt\| dawn, 


Goats and bulls are sacrificed to Mahandao by each 


clan in thanks for the harvest and health. = = 


Very rare festival held only in Autimn of Some years in which a man 
wishing te gain honour in the society slanghtars m F his owa 
A 


Joa and aatertains a lenge majority of the ka lag 


I 


peple. 


Wedding party. She-goats are sacrificed to Jeshtak 


and prayer offered for the couple . 


Dance and songs. 


-/5-— 


© 


ọ Fu and Budalak Festival only held in Birir. Dancing and singing 


MUSIC AND DANÇE 


continue for three days. After Pu, grapes 
are allowed to ‘harvestill After that, ,festival is 
held for the Budalak who returns from long stay 
in the pasture. He is a young who has 


some special seyal power ond privileges, 


The Kalash are very fond of music and dance. The music of the Kalash 


is entifly differ 


that of thei 
ent from) neighbours. 


Instruments used are as below: 


. Dao 


A barrel-shaped two headad drum 


«Watch 


& glass-hour-shaped two heade drum - 


i 


e Flutesof various sizes 


I will not go into details about their music but roughly there are 
four categories ; p g 

l. Dancing music with the drums. At the same time peopl? hum a mono- 
tonous tone consistingonly of two notes. 

2. Song without instruments. These songs are mostly made up froma 
short melodic phrase and a refrain | is sung repaledly. 

1S Sung 
3. prayer with monotonous chorus. 


4. Solo flute music for amusement. 


There are many interesting elements in the music of the Kalash and by 
investigating it profoundly, I think we can sif some fundamental problems 
hidden in their culture. It hes a very old musical style and the relation 
of man and music is also of great interest. Singing and dancing is not 
simply an amusement but rather it has religious meanings and can never be 
parted from their life. At the same time, like everything else in the life 
of the Kalash, "new music" is also invading. But even if everything is 


um ure 


altered by new culture, I that the.music will be the last element to chage. 


Chy Reiko Kojima) 


DEATH AND BURIAL 

When a man dies, his remains are laid ipovaaniekhan, For two days ey 
and nights many people gather To sing and dance for hin and his achiyements 
are proclaimed. Goats are killed and their meat is eaten. On the third 
day, his remains are brought to the grave and buried. Next morning people 


make bread and give it to the crow so that the crows should take it to 


ms 5 ° 
the dead. The dead "father and brothers have to shave their heads. 


-/7- 


‘ Soe 


When a woman dies, only singing and announcement of her achivements 
take place and on the next day, she is buried. | Parishita comes to the dead mm or 
Wiman him or her 
and decides whether he should take . to heaven or to hell. 
Formerly, the Kalash did not bury their dead. The ‘remains were placed 
E dolis on! ornanints 
in a wooden coffin and left. But as their were stolen 
and bones were taken away by dogs, they stopped this custom from about thirty 
years ago. Also they used to raise an effigy called Gandao for the memory ~ 
of & men f 
of the dead. It was a wooden carved effigy, sitting on a chair or on a horse 
but the Muslim destroyed most of them and the remains were sold to foreig~ 
ners at a large sum. As it is quite costly to make a Gandao, only a few can afford is 
{t make them. There are ony recently made Gandao in Rumbur. Similarly, 
a, small effigy called Kundurik used to be made for the dead and raised 


at the entrance of the village. Bread was offered to them in festivals, 


but all of them also are destroyed nowy( the ect ane ws destroyed in Atann 183), 


s k 
ACCULTURAT IGN i 
The life of the Kalash has undergone a big change in these last ten 


weder he : 
years. Nay way of life and atenent of culture been introduced to their 


self-sufficient nira tka most of them are willing to accept them. But new 
problems have arisen. 
ås tneir sense of value has changed, the opetcrien of the comunity 
© is: not going smoothly. There are young people who think Lightl of their 


more x 
Trditynal culture and customs. The people are becoming rational and some of the 


the most 


fields are taken care of by an employee. The idea that money is precious 


Commudity ig spreading among them and some even sell their fields and trees on its account. 
i 
Some have’ large debts which can not be paid back. These problems 


are becoming serious. 


Furthermore, people are starting to convert. They get various temp- 


tations which lead them to convert to Islam Especially when the relation 


siie 


between themselves is not going on well, and when they feel pressures 
against their custom their bonds oj social life start . to break. This be- 
comes the main trigger to conversion, 

Young people yield to the tenptati anek? the outer world and are starti 
ing ta loose enthusiasm to inherit old tradition. Thus, there is.fear that 


their culture and custom will die out. 


PROBLEMS 

The economy of the Kalash has improved thanks to the abaiishacat of 
the heavy auty Sts the independence of Pakistan. Still it is not enough. 
The Standunl of nourishment and health is poor and the death rate of babies 

(is high. Though there is a clinic in each valley; staff and medicines 
are not enough and 3% they ae pevely attendod . l 

The relation to the Muslim is not going well. For example, some of 
the ignorant Kalash have exchanged their trees and fields with the Muslim 
in reckless ways. This has done a great damage to their economy. The walnut 
trees that have passed ta Muslims amount to 900. The Minist-ry of Minori- 

ties has made a project to buy these trees back from the Muslim and "oat them 
down as the shade of the trees prevents the field from growing crops. In 
a way this project is succeeding tut probably it will take a couple of years 
more tol settled,along with der problems of fields and pastures» 

I happened to witnes a small incident when I attended the PETHE z 
There spread a rumour hae some of the Muslim were trying to disturb the 
Fastival . This rumdp was known by the Kalash beforehand and about 50 police- 
men came to guard them. Fortunately, nothing occured but these 
problems with the Muslims are aot uncommon. Because most of the Muslims are 
on good terms with the Kalash, it is very disappointing to hear about these 


incidents, The problem of religion is a serious matter. 


In the wave of modernization and Islamization, the Kalash ore lost, 


troubled and erie I think it is an important time for them to 

think of themselves seriously and get over this period smoothly. They should 
take account of their valuable culture and never forget their racial pride. 
Not only that, I am looking forward for the Goverment of Pakistan and the 
Deputy Commissioner of Chitral to have warm hearts for them and aid them 


in various ways. 


(page 10) : 

Ingao God of cattle and cereal crops, Worshipped in Bumburet 
only, He ie a friend of Mahandeo but has a little less 
power, He has no alter but rather a Sanctuary on the 


hilleide cpposit Batrik village, 
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